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Methodology

• Interviews were conducted with a randomly selected 
sample of 400 Iowans. A sample of 400 is the 
number generally used to sample major 
metropolitan areas and smaller states such as Iowa. 

• Participants were selected through a random-digit 
dialing procedure. Random-digit dialing ensures 
that every household in the state of Iowa has an 
equal chance of being selected into the sample. 
Random-digit dialing also ensures that the sample is 
unbiased and reflects the population of the state of 
Iowa within a small margin of error.
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Methodology

• Interviews were conducted  between January 8 and 
11, 2002, from Frank N. Magid Associates’ in-house 
WATS telephone facility and averaged 3 minutes. 

• Participants qualified if they were at least 18 years 
old. 
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Attitudes Toward Proposed Law
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Most Iowans Support Law Requiring 
Criminal Background Checks

(N=400)

In favor
88%

DK/NA
4%

Opposed
9%
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Gun Ownership
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Guns In Household
(N=400)

Yes
51%

DKNA
2%

No
48%
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Personally Own Firearm
(N=400)

Yes
35%

DKNA
1%

No
65%
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The Sample
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